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First and most importantly I need to thank Ben. I believe you took somewhat of a risk 
by hiring me, because I had zero knowledge about chemistry. However, right from the 
start you allowed me to work on my own ideas and gave me all the freedom to pursuit 
whatever I considered important, encouraging and stimulating whenever you thought 
it was needed. You have created an amazing environment in your laboratories that 
allows all of us to work on a high level and to have all the necessary equipment and 
facilities available, which makes research a lot easier. The lab you have established is 
truly unique and I know I am going to miss it. 
You have been a fantastic mentor to me over the years. You taught me about 
chemistry, science, research and everything that comes along with it. I find it hard to 
describe how much I appreciate all that you have done for me. Ben, you are a great 
scientist and educator, but above all, you are a great person. 
 
Wiktor, I owe a great deal of my PhD to you. From the very beginning you have 
trained me on the practical and theoretical aspects of organic synthesis, which was not 
an easy task. I am very much aware that I wouldn’t be where I am right now, if it wasn’t 
for you. I cannot thank you enough for all your patience and all that you have taught 
me.  
I know I can be a difficult person to deal with at times, but I like to believe that we 
made quite a good team. I enjoyed every moment we spent next to each other at our 
fumehoods, discussing chemistry, ideas, life or whatever else. Your knowledge of 
chemistry and biology is dazzling. You are now slowly starting to get your own group 
and own line of research, which I am certain, will be highly successful and I wish you all 
the best for the future. Sir, you are a gentleman and a scholar.  
 
Probably the best decision I made during my PhD was to start a collaboration with the 
Molecular Microbiology group. Arnold, our teamwork has been very fruitful and I 
enjoyed it a lot. I want to thank you for letting me work in your labs, despite the fact 
that I flooded it. Your location, only one floor down from us made it very convenient 
to work together and your door was always open to discuss new results and future 
experiments. Your knowledge, efficiency, extremely fast corrections and amiable 
personality made working together a real pleasure. 
 
I want to thank Wes for all his input, insightful discussions and help with a multitude of 
experiments, but what I am most thankful for is that you got me hired in the first place.  
 
Special thanks goes to the members of the reading committee, Prof. Driessen, Prof. 
Minnaard and Prof. Trauner for their prompt corrections and suggestions.  
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without you. 
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